
Animalia 

Composer: Natalie Williams (b. 1977)   

Click here for more information about Natalie Williams. There is a mixtape of her music on her website. 

Date of composition: 2017 

Instrumentation: woodwind quintet (flute, oboe, clarinet, French horn, bassoon)   

Performers: Arcadia Winds 

Duration: 8.00 

Background Information 

Animalia consists of four short movements:  

I. Aubade (Morning song) - at 13.03 in the video 

II. Dinner Dance (Waltz) - at 15.51 in the video    

III. Five Sheepish Faces - at 17.47 in the video 

IV. Molly and the Circus Dogs - at 19.54 in the video 

Why Animalia? Because the music was inspired by pictures of people and their pets. Watch a short video here to see 

the composer talking about the story behind the music.  

Here is the Program Note about the work, from the Australian Music Centre website: 

This work was composed as a set of reaction pieces to artworks exhibited in the "Popular Pet Show" portraiture exhibi-
tion at the National Portrait Gallery, Dec 2016 - Mar 2017. A collection of pet portraits exhibited by Australian artists 
formed the core of the exhibit. The suite is intended as a collection of works that highlights the relationship between 
pets and their owners, each movement comments on 1-2 pieces within the exhibition.  
 
You can find out more about the exhibition here. 
 
You can look here at a film from the National Portrait Gallery showing some the artists talking about their pets. You 

will also see some of the pet portraits in this film.  

You can see a sample from the music score of Animalia here.  

Activities 

Listen to Movements 1 and 2, while noticing their titles. Jot down observations about the use of music elements (such 

as tempo, time signature and rhythmic figures; melody; articulation).  

Suggested Listening Activities for VCE Music Style and Composition 

Note the differences between the two Movements, including use of music elements, and moods created.   

http://www.australianmusiccentre.com.au/artist/williams-natalie
http://www.natworksmusic.com/
http://www.facebook.com/arcadiawinds/
https://vimeo.com/315297414
http://www.portrait.gov.au/content/popular-pet-show
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UPiWF4ZosVY
https://awscdn.australianmusiccentre.com.au/documents/ds_59296_20470.pdf


Suggested Listening Activities for VCE Music Style and Composition 

Animalia continued... 

Now let your imagination go....  

 

 

 

Listen to Movements 3 and 4, while noticing their titles. Have a look at some images of sheep faces, and circus dogs. 

Creative Responses 

Now focus on the piece about sheep - Movement 3.  

Listen to it closely, noticing the use of form. You will hear that it follows this pattern: A B A C A D etc (sometimes called 

Rondo Form). The recurring “A” material is a little “fanfare” for all instruments, and the other sections have wide-

ranging solo melodies over a pulsing drone.  Notice the composer has chosen the time signature of 5/4 for these 5 

sheep! 

Listen to two contrasting musical works with connections to sheep: 

- Michael Nyman - Chasing Sheep is best left to Shepherds from the 1982 film The Draughtsman’s Contract 

- Johann Sebastian Bach – Sheep may safely Graze composed 1713  

Further Explorations 

PORTRAIT GALLERY - Do you have pets? Do you have photos, videos, or artworks that capture the character of your 

pets? Make your own “Portrait Gallery of Pets” from your class (or pets in your local community).  

 

 

What sorts of pets (and pet activities, pet personalities) might have inspired these two Movements? 

What is it about the titles, and the use of music elements, that led to your suggestions?    

Discuss the musical decisions the composer has made in creating these “musical responses to portraits”. 

Create a piece in Rondo Form, with musical material inspired by sheep, or other animals of your choice.  

Compose short pieces of music, or short songs, in response to each of the portraits of pets. Invite an 

audience to view your portrait gallery, including performances of the music.  



Suggested Listening Activities for VCE Music Style and Composition 

Animalia continued... 

SOUNDTRACK - Molly and the Circus Dogs is an evocative title, conjuring up images of small dogs jumping through 

hoops, with trainer and dogs all wearing spangly costumes. Make a collection of such images, or create your own.   

Listen again to Molly and the Circus Dogs, while making “spotting notes” of the musical moments which seem to evoke 

particular actions (such as dogs jumping through hoops, “dancing”, running around obstacle courses, clowning 

around).   

 

 

This listening resource has been developed by; 

Jeannie Marsh – Music Teacher, Singer, Community Arts Leader 

Create a short animation, film, or slide-show featuring Molly and her circus dogs (using the images you 

have collected), with Natalie Williams’ Molly and the Circus Dogs as the soundtrack.  


