
1) What is the connection between words and music in your chosen song? How do the composer’s musical 

choices reflect the meaning and mood of the lyrics? 

2) What is the FORM of the song, and how are MUSIC ELEMENTS used in different sections of the song?  

Wawu: Spirit 

Composer: Deline Briscoe 

Click here for more information about Briscoe  

Date of composition: 2018 

Instrumentation: jazz singer and band 

Performers: Deline Briscoe (lead vocals, guitar), Andrea Keller (piano), Robert Finch (double bass), Airileke 

Ingram (drumkit), Phil Bywater (clarinet/saxophone), Stephen Maxwell (piano), Paul Coyle (trumpet); Jessie 

Lloyd, Emma Donavan, Jessica Hitchcock (backing vocals) 

Duration: 16.00 

Background Information 

Wawu was performed as part of Yinga-bul festival of Indigenous artists, 2018.  

Three songs from Deline Briscoe’s 2018 solo album Wawu can be seen on the video: 

1) Heartbeat 00-4.48 

2) Joe 4.57 – 10.19 

3) Sunrise 10.25 – 15.25 

Each song is quite long, with many aspects to explore. You might like to break into small groups, and each group 

choose one song to explore in detail.  

Activities 

Here are some questions to get you started in your explorations: 

Suggested Listening Activities for VCE Music Style and Composition 

Track what happens.    

For example: 

1) Heartbeat begins with three distinct sections: 00 - 57; 58 - 1.13; 1.14 – 1.22. Note the changes in melody, rhythm, 

time signature, and texture between these sections. The distinctive musical material in these sections is presented and 

explored in different ways throughout the song.    

http://www.delinebriscoe.com


Suggested Listening Activities for VCE Music Style and Composition 

Describe the melody and articulation of this riff.  

Wawu: Spirit continued... 

2) Joe features alternating, contrasting sections: A B A B A, with distinctive changes in rhythm between each 

section.    

In Joe, at the start of each “A” section there is a catchy guitar riff, which is then taken up by the piano.     

 

 

After each group has completed its investigation, come together again. Each group reports back to the class on what 

they have discovered.  

 

 

 

Context 

Listen to other songs from the album Wawu    
Read about Deline Briscoe’s life and career on her website. 

Discuss ways in which Deline’s career may have influenced her musical and lyrical choices in this, her first solo album. 

Creative responses 

 

 

 

- Perhaps the use of body percussion, or the building up of complex textures out of small units of musical material in 

Hearbeat… 

- Or the rich jazz harmonies, & recurring use of distinctive rhythmic ideas that feature in the piano solos in Heartbeat 

& Sunrise… 

- Or the changing role of the backing singers within a song, and the different sorts of material they sing (eg: short 

stabs, long chords, riffs, interweaving lines with the soloist) 

- Or the fragile, sparse piano textures gradually building up in Sunrise...  

Choose one of the songs that you found particularly interesting musically. What were the uses of  

compositional devices and music elements that attracted your interest? 

Discuss the overall effect of the three songs when performed as a group, and how this effect is 

achieved through the use of music elements and compositional devices.   

This listening resource has been developed by; 

Jeannie Marsh – Music Teacher, Singer, Community Arts Leader 

Jot down the time in the track when the sections change.  Note other changes between sections, such as: 

changes in articulation, texture, tone colour, dynamics.  

Choose one of these aspects of the music. Find or create a short set of lyrics (around 25 words) and  

create your own short song for the same sound sources used in Wawu. 

https://delinebriscoe.bandcamp.com/releases

